EBTC 2009 Info & Events                                                                                                                         

EBTC BikeTrial Our Sport (formerly the Essex BikeTrial Club) has been organising cycle trials on

a regular basis for over twenty years. We primarily hold trials in parts of Essex, Kent and Surrey. 

The sport of organised cycle trials riding has been around for over twenty five years and was developed in mainland Europe where it has a much bigger following than here in the UK. The sport was originally an offshoot of motorcycle trials and still has links with it, but now has its own governing body and rules. The BikeTrial International Union and the European BikeTrial Union hold annual World and European Championship trials in Europe and around the world for riders of all age groups from its member nations.  

The basic idea is to ride over a course, called a section, consisting of natural terrain or man made obstacles without touching the ground with any part of your body. An Observer watches whilst a rider attempts the section and one penalisation mark is given each time the rider touches the section. Once a rider has lost 5 marks in a section they are deemed to have failed and their attempt is over. The perfect score is 0 marks in a section and is called a “clean” whilst a failure is called a “five”. A trial consists of several sections of two or three laps and at EBTC trials is usually in a woodland area. Each section contains five different routes, Novice (under 13years old), Novice (over 13), Intermediate, Expert and Elite to cater for riders of all abilities from seven years old and up. The bicycles used are mainly of two types, one is the 20( wheel sized trials model that looks similar to a BMX bike and the other is the 26( wheel MTB which is similar to a normal MTB (and can be with or without gears). Riders under 15 years of age are restricted to 20” wheel size bicycles.  

We would also stress that our sport is run by volunteers and EBTC competitors are required to assist by bringing a parent or friend along at least twice per season to assist with the “on the day” running of the trial by being an Observer. Inexperienced helpers in the first instance are assisted by more experienced Observers. 

The EBTC runs a Club Championship series each year, with trials held in the Essex, Kent and Surrey areas and the dates are listed below. To be eligible to compete in our trials you need to be a member of both the EBTC and the AUTO CYCLE UNION. The EBTC is affiliated to the ACU and all our competitions are held with an ACU insurance permit. It is a stipulation from the ACU and their insurers that all competitors at ACU permitted events also have an ACU Trials or BikeTrial competition licence. Competition rules and regulations for BikeTrials and rules of the ACU are published annually by the ACU and a copy is issued to each licence holder.  

You can contact the ACU on 01788 566400 and licence forms can be downloaded from their website www.acu.org.uk  

The EBTC membership form and information sheet about joining can be downloaded from www.ebtc.net 

The EBTC also holds training/teaching sessions on most Sunday mornings in either Brentwood (Thriftwood Scouts Camp) or Blackmore (Barrow Farm) both in Essex. For details of the training sessions please contact Stuart Matthews by email – stuartmatthewsferrari@yahoo.co.uk or by phone on 01277 232952

If you would like more details about the sport of cycle trials or would like to join the Essex BikeTrial Club and receive the Club newsletters and entry forms to our events please contact:

Club Secretary Dave Bradley, by email dc_bradley@tiscali.co.uk       or by  Tel. 01702 559137 (evenings only)
The Rounds shown as TBA are provisional, the other Rounds are confirmed. 

 2009 ESSEX BikeTrial CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP & FIXTURE LIST                     (Evening Tel. No. 01702 559137 for details)

 EBTC Club Members Championship for 2009                   Best seven scores from the eight rounds are counted for final placings.                                                    

	   1st March
	Round 1
	Ockendon, Essex
	 19th  July
	Round 5
	Cowden, Kent

	29th   March
	Round 2
	Hook Wood, Surrey
	 23rd  August
	Round 6
	Canada Heights, Kent

	  3rd  May
	Round 3
	P.O.R.C, Kent
	 25th October
	Round 7
	TBA

	14th  June     
	Round 4
	Barrow Farm, Essex
	 29th  November
	Round 8
	Thriftwood, Essex




The EBTC will also host the final round of the EBU 2009 EU Cup Championship and the final round of the BIU British BikeTrial Championship at Hook Wood on Sunday 20th September 2009.     
